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SKATECANADA





	PATTERN DANCE

POINTS OF INTEREST FOR APPLICATION OF GRADES OF EXECTUTION AND PROGRAM COMPONENTS

	HARRIS TANGO              2 Sequences     Optional Pattern Dance      Pre-Novice Dance  2010/2011

	Points of Interest  – Accuracy of steps, depth, holds, pattern, timing
Note: this is an OPTIONAL pattern dance.  While the ISU diagram indicates the first steps of the dance starting roughly at the centre of the ice, some couples will start their pattern roughly at the first blue line (higher up on the diagram) and will be equally correct. All lobes should be equi-distant from the boards all the way around the pattern.

	SECTIONS 1 & 4  (STEPS 1-7)

· The first two steps for both partners are a quick crossed chassé sequence (forwards for the man and backwards for the lady).These should be placed on a curve and not in a straight line, and followed by a four beat edge. These three steps should be distributed (1, 1, 4 count) around the lobe. The same three steps are then repeated on the other feet, but set up step # 7.
· Note: rulebook says “The couple does not need to be in closed hold for the full 4 counts of step 3,6 (and 10, & 13 in the next section) but may change sides from outside to outside in the middle of these rolls, be in closed hold for fewer counts or even briefly. Either technique/interpretation is acceptable.”
· All cross chasses should be tightly crossed.
· Step # 7 is a rocker for the man and a XB-LBO for the lady which must also be skated on a curve, not in a straight line. If the skaters have not controlled step # 6, then step # 7 . . .his rocker/XB-LBO…. will travel too high into the centre of the ice, and not be able to fill out the lobe in the corner on steps # 11-12 (ISU diagram)or back to the boards (other pattern option).
· The man’s rocker must be a distinct outside to outside edge (not a shallow three turn – outside to inside or flats) & the couple must not break unison at this point

	SECTIONS 2 & 5 (STEPS 8 – 15)

· The series of three steps in section 1 is now repeated but with the lady forward and the man back & the same comments apply.

· For the Swing Roll, step # 15, as mentioned in the 14-Step, the angle of entry of the swing roll should equal the exit angle so that both are either shallow or deep.  (More credit will be given for a deep edge in general).

	SECTIONS 3 & 6 (STEPS 16 - 22)  

· The promenade section should have good speed and the steps should be equally distributed so that steps #18 & 19 are both on strong and correct (outside and then inside for the man, inside then outside for the lady) edges. (Frequently a major error occurs if step 19 becomes a flat or the incorrect edge).

· In the Mohawk section, the Mohawks should be placed at the ¼ point of the circle i.e. the top of the lobe. The swing action should be on count 3 of the swing roll into the turns, and the foot placement on the turns should be clearly placing the instep/ball of the free foot against the heel of the skating foot, with both the lady’s and the man’s free legs being in unison into and out of the turn.

· The mohawk edges must be: – outside to outside for lady; inside to inside for man

· The final step is a RFI three turn for the lady (turned on count 2) in which she must show control, in order to exit continuing for 4 more beats setting up the restart. Sometimes this gets to be “swingy”, and the restart lobe retrogresses. This may be caused by the man for not having tracked correctly, or just both partners not having controlled their Mohawks.

	KEY POINTS FOR COMPONENTS

	Skating Skills
	A fairly simple dance yet difficult dance requiring control. Good ice coverage; effortless maintenance of speed;  strongly curved well-rounded lobes; precise & crisp footwork (especially on cross chassés)

	Performance
	Strong male lead with ease of change of sides; coordination of knee action, leg swings, direction and lean.

Upright, almost aloof Tango carriage with avoidance of lunging and breaking the line; strong leg extensions.

Balance in performance between partners.

	Interpretation
	Aloof, proud, deliberate, intensity of Tango but with rhythmic use of knee action

	Timing
	Continuous knee action to create 4/4 pulsation accenting beats 1 & 3. (“Slow, slow, quick, quick, slow” typical Tango count in some sections.

Precise & crisp timing with exact beat value for each step required.

	REFERENCE “ISU Compulsory Dance Video” : Harris Tango under “Tangos”

& Feature:    Outside (Tango) Hold, Crossed Chasse Sequence, Outside Rocker turn, Promenade – on mirrored edges, Swing Closed Mohawks (Outside for Lady &  Inside for Man), Optional Pattern concept
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